December 3, 2010, Nov/Dec meeting

1.
Roland Owens, Assistant Director of the NIH Office of Intramural Research, led a discussion centered around Strategies for increasing the percentage of women on the NIH tenure-track.  Current intramural program demographics indicate that the biggest problem currently is recruitment rather than retention: women are simply not applying in sufficient number.  

2.
Roland would like to mentor a group of WSA Scholar finalists to help them tackle applying for tenure track.  Ways to reach a larger pool were discussed and included a FelCom meeting/retreat, the new initiative to mentor postdoctoral fellows who are parents, placing the demographics on the WSA website, making a flyer to hand out to new recruits, and sending emails out via OITE.  We discussed how we could get Fellows more pro-active about getting ready to apply for tenure-track positions early on in their postdoc, and how to best to provide them with the information on how to apply for tenure track. 

3.
The new Anita Roberts Lecture speakers are Martha Vaughan and Sue Wickner.  The last talk was given by Pamela Schwartzberg, "Integrating T cell signals" on October 28, and the talk is featured in a Catalyst article.

4.
The WSA Scholar photo from the NIH Research Festival Awards Ceremony, has been added to the WSA website.  The WSA Scholars will hopefully present a seminar during Women’s History Month (April 2011).

October 22, 2010

1) WSA scholars - Information and photos of the WSA award event will go onto the WSA website http://sigs.nih.gov/wsa/Pages/NIHWSAscholarAward.aspx
Discussed having WSA scholars speak during Womens History Month (April, 2011) & how to best make this a yearly occurrence.  Will look into placing an article in the catalyst about the WSA and the WSA Scholars Award.

2) WSA tri-fold, flyer, and poster – Aim is to increase the visibility of WSA.  Discussed including on the web site sections on navigating tenure track at NIH and a “how to apply for a NIH postdoc”. 

3) Advancing women from developing countries in science - began a discussion on possible outreach initiatives, including attracting female postdocs from developing countries to apply to NIH.

4) Anita Roberts Seminar – discussed logistics for the seminar to be held next Thursday.

5) WSA/NIH 5K run –committee gave the go ahead for WSA’s involvement in this charity run around campus organized by the NIH running club.

6) Social & Cultural Advancement –one of our members is meeting with a representative from SCA on November 16th and that WSA members were welcome to attend.

7) Next WSA meeting - Discussed moving next WSA meeting to early December to cover the months of November & December

September 15, 2010

   
1) Myra Derbyshire was elected WSA co-chair.

2) We discussed ways to support female investigators through the NIH tenure-track process.

3) At the FARE Awards Ceremony on October 5th, Rebecca Dunfee (FelCom liaison) will present Elizabeth Grice (NHGRI) and Sita Laximi Thurunavukkarasu (NCI) with plaques and ribbons for the WSA Scholar awards.

August 27, 2010:

Two WSA scholars have been selected but they have not yet been notified. The scholars will receive ribbons acknowledging the award to hang at their poster at the NIH Research Festival. Additionally, WSA is speaking with ORWH to have the scholars give a seminar during Women’s History Month, March 2011.

July 23, 2010: No meeting

June 25, 2010:

We discussed the process for selecting WSA Scholars from the 2011 FARE award winners.

May 28, 2010: mins to be added

Friday, April 23, 2010.

1) We discussed nominees for the Anita B. Roberts seminar series for 2011.  The Anita B. Roberts lecture series highlights outstanding research by NIH intramural female scientists.  

2) We talked about potential future projects for WSA:
a.   Reassessment of gender salary equity at NIH.  Equipment, space, and other resources may also be taken into account.
b.   Addressing the issue of lack of confidence among female fellows raised at the NPA summit. A few ideas were to develop a handbook or other guide for new postdocs and other hires; encourage fellows to attend the assertiveness training offered by OITE; and initiatives to improve mentoring experiences.  This will be discussed further at the May meeting.


Friday, March 26, 2010:  

    1)   
Dr. Judith Rapoport gave the spring Anita B. Roberts lecture on Thursday, March 25, 2010.  The seminar was well-attended and WSA hopes to have an article highlighting the event in a future issue of the NIH Catalyst.

    2)   
Kara Lukasiewicz reported on the “Gender and the Postdoctorate” meeting held on March 11, 2010 prior to the National Postdoctoral Association annual meeting. We discussed the major issues addressed by this summit as well as the recent AAUW report (http://www.aauw.org/research/whysofew.cfm  )investigating why women are lost in the tenure-track pipeline.  Three findings were brought forward as issues that WSA might address in the future: i) Lack of confidence; ii) Perception of science as a hostile climate; and iii) Mentor education (identifying subconscious gender bias).  Any ideas on how the WSA might specifically address these issues are welcomed!

   3)   
We considered nominating a symposium for the NIH Research Festival, or scientists for symposia already in development, that would highlight good science by women at NIH.

   4)   
The website subcommittee reported on updates to the website links, news, minutes, jobs, and more at http://sigs.nih.gov/wsa .

February 26, 2010:  

1) We welcomed a new fellow, Jacquelyn Cole, to the committee to serve as the Anita Roberts seminar coordinator.  Dr. Judith Rapoport will present the next Anita Roberts lecture on Thursday, March 25, 2010 at 1 pm in Lipsett Auditorium.  We opened nominations for the 2011 lecture series.

2) The website subcommittee presented proposed updates to the WSA website (http://sigs.nih.gov/wsa) and we approved them for publication.  If there are any links, resources, or news items that merit inclusion in the website, please pass them along!

3) We decided on the process of selecting WSA scholars from the FARE 2011 awardees and will implement this in June/July when the abstract selections are complete.

January 22, 2010: No meeting.

