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Staff Clinician Orientation - AGENDA 
Introduction

• Sophie Cho, MD, SCC Member (NINDS)

Opening Remarks 
• Nina F. Schor, MD , Deputy Director for Intramural Research

1st Staff Clinician Orientation Presentation
• Gina Montealegre, MD, SCC Member (NIAID)

Question & Answer Session
• Moderator - Jenna Bergerson, MD SCC Member (NIAID)
• Panelists – Parker Ruhl, MD (SCC Chair), Mike Solomon (SCC Vice-Chair), Ashkan Malayeri

(Secretary), Emily Limerick (SCC Member)

Closing Remarks
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Outline
• NIH Staff Clinician (SC)

• Definition 
• SC presence across Institutes/ Centers 

• Introduction to the Staff Clinician Council (SCC)
• Introduction (who are we?)
• Staff Clinician Council Milestones

• Results 2021 Professional Developmental Survey 
• Staff Clinicians Title Designations and Letter of Agreement (LOA)

• Which are the three available title designations?
• What is a LOA?
• Why going through this? Is it worth it? 
• Where to find answers to the most common questions related to this process?

• Office Intramural research (OIR) Pilot Mentoring Program 
• Staff Clinician Council Activities / Programming 
• Other Available Resources
• How to contact the SCC 



NIH Staff 
Clinicians: the NIH 
Clinical Faculty 

• A Staff Clinician is a physician 
or dentist who spends the 
majority of their time 
providing critical patient care 
services and is expected to 
provide clinical leadership and 
the highest level of clinical 
care 

https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-
mechanisms/staff-clinician

https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-mechanisms/staff-clinician


CC  23% 

NCI 22% 

NIAID 11% 

NHLBI 10% 

ICs with 1% or less of SC  
NIDCR/ NIA/ NIAAA/ NIEHS/ NIDCD/ NIDA/ NINR

ICs with 2-6% of SC 
NIAMS 2%
NICHD & NEI 3%
NIDDK 4%
NIMH 5%
NHGRI & NINDS 6%

320 Staff Clinicians among 18 Institutes/Centers (ICs)

Source: OIR 2022



How are we represented?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/24870-vote-transparent-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


MISSION

To advocate for the professional 
development of staff clinicians (physician 
and dentists) and to support the ongoing 
provision of high-quality and cutting-edge 
clinical care to NIH patients and research 
subjects.

Staff Clinician Council

Ashkan Malayeri (CC)

Gina Montealegre (NIAID)

Parker Ruhl (NIAID/NHLBI)

Mike Solomon(CC/NHLBI)

Sophie Cho (NINDS)

Jenna Bergerson (NIAID)Emily Limerick (NHLBI)



NIH Staff Clinician Milestones

Staff Clinician 
Position created
• 1994

Staff Clinician 
Council founded
• 2015

Staff Clinician   
Title Designations    
& Agreements
• 2017

Staff Clinician 
Title Review 
Committee
• 2021

Register all Staff 
Clinician Title 
Designations in 
OIR 
• 2021-2022

9

Voting seat on Medical Executive 
Committee (MEC)



Staff Clinician 
Title Designation

n=185

Assistant 
Research Physician

Associate
Research Physician

Senior 
Research Physician

Do not have a title 
or do not know

Staff Clinician Professional Development Survey   
– April 2021 –



Do you have a 
SC agreement 

specifying the terms 
and responsibilities 

of your position?
n=190

Yes 

No

Do not know

Staff Clinician Professional Development Survey   
– April 2021 –



NIH Staff Clinician Career Development Opportunities

Demonstrates excellence in     
• Clinical practice
• Clinical research 
• Education / Teaching 

PLUS
• Leadership roles
• Expertise in Clinical trials *
• Active in professional 

community 

Assistant 
Research 
Physician

Associate 
Research 
Physician

Senior 
Research 
Physician

PLUS
• National & international recognition
• Active leaders in the IC
• Mentors to other staff 

Staff Clinician Letter of Agreement with Supervisor Required for all Staff Clinicians

These IC nominations are reviewed by Office of Intramural Research (OIR)



What is a Staff 
Clinician Letter of  
Agreement?

1) Division of effort

2) Resources/ service duties and 
independent

3) Web presence

4) Travel and training budget

https://oir.nih.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/sourcebook/documents/personnel/guidance-staff_clinician_levels.pdf

https://oir.nih.gov/sites/default/files/uploads/sourcebook/documents/personnel/guidance-staff_clinician_levels.pdf


What are benefits of SC title designations and 
Letter of Agreement?

INTERNAL 
oRecognition 

oNIH-IRP title designations
registered centrally in OIR

oFramework for identifying SC 
mentor/ mentee partnerships

oResponsibility of supervisor/ IC to 
encourage growth

EXTERNAL
oProvide title comparable to 

outside academic rankings 

o Improve recognition with outside 
collaborators

oFacilitate outside job searches

oTravel support & Website 
recognition



Answers to the most frequent questions about Title 
Designations and Letter of Agreement can be found at …. 

https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-mechanisms/staff-clinician

https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-mechanisms/staff-clinician


• Initiative from the 2021 Professional Developmental Survey
• Plan to start in 2022 
• Formal structured mentoring 
• Oversight 
• Education 
• Assessment 

• Mentee: career development plan 
• Mentor: Associate and Senior Research Physicians, Senior Clinicians
• Mentoring group/individual meetings 

Carl Hashimoto, PhD

Pilot Mentoring Program



Annual Town Hall Meeting - May 2023

SC Professional Development Seminar series- Bi-annual 
meetings
ExCel Lecture Series (https://intranet.cc.nih.gov/pt_care/excel) - Monthly

Networking/Social Events - Coming soon!

Pilot Mentoring Program - To start in December 2021

NIH SC C-Change Survey Results – November 10, 2022

Staff Clinician Council Activities/Programming

https://intranet.cc.nih.gov/pt_care/excel


Helpful links! 

NIH Mandatory Training -
https://hr.nih.gov/training-center/mti/mandatory-training-inventory
Clinical Center Website (Medical records, pharmacy, point of contact different 
offices/ departments, pt. information/services ) 
https://clinicalcenter.nih.gov/researchers/lectures1.html
NIH library 
https://www.nihlibrary.nih.gov/signin/main
NIH Office of Human Subjects Research Protection
https://ohsrp.nih.gov/confluence/

https://hr.nih.gov/training-center/mti/mandatory-training-inventory
https://clinicalcenter.nih.gov/researchers/lectures1.html
https://www.nihlibrary.nih.gov/signin/main
https://ohsrp.nih.gov/confluence/


Helpful links! For Frequent Questions
Other funding mechanism for Staff Clinicians at NIH 
https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/awards-fellowships-grant-opportunities/directors-
challenge-innovation-award-program
https://ocr.od.nih.gov/btb/btb_program.html
https://intranet.cc.nih.gov/RASCL/index
Opportunities to Staff Clinicians for NIH loan repayment 
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/eligibility-programs%23intramural-tab
To learn more about different hiring mechanisms to appoint Staff Clinicians 
https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-mechanisms/staff-clinician

https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/awards-fellowships-grant-opportunities/directors-challenge-innovation-award-program
https://ocr.od.nih.gov/btb/btb_program.html
https://intranet.cc.nih.gov/RASCL/index
https://www.lrp.nih.gov/eligibility-programs%23intramural-tab
https://oir.nih.gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds-appointment-mechanisms/staff-clinician


Other Resources available within NIH 
Employee Assistance Program Resources
https://ors.od.nih.gov/sr/dohs/HealthAndWellness/EAP/Pages/index.aspx

Fitness and Well Being 
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/fitness/Pages/index.aspx

Parenting / Daycare 
NIH Parenting Listserv
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/childcare/centers/Pages/centers.aspx
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/childcare/pages/nihback-upcareprogram.aspx

Future or New parents / Nursing Resources
https://hr.nih.gov/about/faq/benefits/leave/paid-parental-leave-ppl
https://ors.od.nih.gov/sr/dohs/HealthAndWellness/Pages/lactation.aspx

NIH Leave Bank 
https://hr.nih.gov/benefits/leave/leave-bank

https://ors.od.nih.gov/sr/dohs/HealthAndWellness/EAP/Pages/index.aspx
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/fitness/Pages/index.aspx
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/childcare/centers/Pages/centers.aspx
https://ors.od.nih.gov/pes/dats/childcare/pages/nihback-upcareprogram.aspx
https://hr.nih.gov/about/faq/benefits/leave/paid-parental-leave-ppl
https://ors.od.nih.gov/sr/dohs/HealthAndWellness/Pages/lactation.aspx
https://hr.nih.gov/benefits/leave/leave-bank




@SCCatNIH 
SC_Council@nih.gov
https://sigs.nih.gov/scc

@SCCatNIH
mailto:SC_Council@nih.gov
https://sigs.nih.gov/scc



